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Publisher Waivers/Discounts Remarks

Cambridge University press
Transformative agreement: The agreement between LAU and OUP incorporates APC 
waivers to be applied for all publications at LAU.  As long as the publishing is OA, no 
APC are charged to our University.

Transformative Agreements with Cambridge
Cambridge Open Equity Initiative

Oxford University Press

OUP and a number of Lebanese institutions affiliated with the Lebanese Academic 
Library Consortium, LALC (LAU is aprt of LALC) have agreed a Read and Publish deal. 
Eligible authors from participating institutions in Lebanon can request use of this 
account to pay the Open Access charge when arranging payment in OUP’s online 
licensing and payment system.

To request use of Open Access funds from Lebanese Academic Library 
Consortium (LALC affiliated) please follow the steps outlined in 
this step-by-step guide.
More information can be found here: 
https://academic.oup.com/pages/open-research/read-and-publish-
agreements/lebanese-academic-library-consortium

Transformative Agreements/Agreements between LAU and Publishers

APCs waivers automatically available (Research4Life, Publisher, etc.)
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American Computing Machinery (ACM)

Corresponding authors affiliated with institutions in countries covered by ACM’s 
agreements with EIFL and Research4Life are eligible for a 100% waiver of any 
applicable article processing charges (APCs).

Corresponding authors affiliated with institutions in the lower-middle-income 
countries (as defined by the World Bank) will receive a 50% discount on article 
processing charges (APCs).

https://www.acm.org/publications/policies/waiver-countries

American Chemical Society (ACS)

ACS offers significantly discounted APC prices to papers in ACS fully open access 
journals whose submitting corresponding authors are based in countries classified by 
the World Bank as low-income economies as of August 2024.
Special country prices apply to publications in ACS fully open access journals only. 
Authors qualifying for Country B pricing and who are ACS premium members will be 
eligible to receive the $250 USD member discount.

https://acsopenscience.org/researchers/special-country-pricing/

American Medical Association (AMA)
"Lebanon is currently designated as a Group A country by Hinari which means 
manuscripts submitted from Lebanon would have the OA APC fees waived, if a 
manuscript is accepted for publication from your institution".

https://www.research4life.org/access/eligibility/

American Society for Civil Engineers 
(ASCE)

ASCE OPEN : Multidisciplinary Journal of Civil Engineering is a Gold Open Access 
journal with an APC of USD 2,000. Authors from Lebanon can publish for free 
through ASCE’s APC waiver program, which is based on geographic eligibility and 
lack of other funding. Lebanese authors can apply by contacting 
articlewaiver@asce.org
.

All other ASCE journals are hybrid, with optional Open Access at APCs of USD 3,000 
(CC BY) or USD 2,750 (CC BY-NC-ND). Waivers do not apply to hybrid journals.

https://ascelibrary.org/pb-
assets/images/CUSTOM%20PAGES/ASCEOpen_QualifyingCountries-
1709140430207.pdf
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BMJ
"All BMJ journals* offer waivers for the full Article Processing Charge (100% discount 
of the APC) for authors based in low-income countries".

https://authors.bmj.com/open-access/fees-discounts/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPpIFhPYye41qM5xa7nJngDR3VY
s7Q3ZMtNGMZc5_3r_R7yg/viewform

Elsevier

Waivers for Article Processing Charges (APCs) apply to Gold Open Access journals 
when all authors are based in a Research4Life-eligible country.

This waiver does not apply to Hybrid journals; authors can publish under the 
subscription model at no cost and use Elsevier’s sharing policy.
300 Gold Open Access journals are excluded from the Research4Life waiver and fall 
under the GPOA Pilot where APCs are adjusted by country. Corresponding authors 
from Lebanon pay 20 % of the APC.

https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/author/open-access/choice#2-
waivers

Royal Society of Chemistry

Lebanese authors are eligible to receive a full APC waiver in the gold open-access 
journals as per RSC :"If you are based in a country classified as Group A or Group B 
by Research4Life, and you are the corresponding author, you are eligible to receive a 
full APC waiver in our gold open access journals. And if your manuscript is accepted 
for publication, the APCs will be automatically waived under the Research4Life 
scheme".

https://www.rsc.org/publishing/open-access/payments-and-funding#waivers

https://www.research4life.org/access/eligibility/?iebrowser=1

Sage

The R4L scheme only applies to Gold APCs at Sage. Please see the current guidance 
here: Gold Open Access Article Processing Charge Waivers | SAGE Publications Inc. 

Corresponding Authors who  are affiliated with institutions in countries, areas and 
territories in Research4Life’s Group A reside in Lebanon publishing in one of Sage’s 
gold open access journals will automatically receive a full APC waiver without 
needing to take any action. The waiver will be applied based on the Corresponding 
Author affiliation in Sage Journals: Licensing & Payment. 

If the author has declared LAU as their affiliation, the waiver will be applied 
automatically based on the country.

Gold Open Access Article Processing Charge Waivers | SAGE Publications Inc. 
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Springer

 SpringerNature offers waivers for Fully OA Journals and you can find the full details 
through below link:
https://www.springernature.com/de/open-science/policies/journal-policies/apc-
waiver-countries

As part of this waiver program, Corresponding authors affiliated to institutions in 
Lebanon are guaranteed 50% waiver if requested on submission of paper in their 
Fully OA Journals. 

https://www.springernature.com/de/open-science/policies/journal-policies

Taylor & Francis
Taylor and Franics Authors with primary affiliation in Lebanon, categorized by the 
World Bank as low or lower-middle-income economies and with a GDP of less than 
$200 billion US dollars, receive a 50% APC discount.

Low-income countries eligible for APC waivers

Countries eligible for APC discounts

Wiley
Wiley’s partnership with Research4Life enables authors based in eligible 
countries/locations (including Lebanon) to receive an automatic APC waiver and 
discounts for publishing in a Wiley open-access journal."

https://authorservices.wiley.com/open-research/open-access/for-
authors/waivers-and-discounts.html

Wolters Kluwer
"Lebanese authors can publish in open-access journals with the APC automatically 
waived per the Research4Life program". 

https://oce.ovid.com/journals?page=1&count=24&firstLetter=&subscribed=fals
e&openAccess=true&openAccessContains=false&published=true

https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/lippincott-journals/lippincott-
open-access/journals?compositeLink=%7BD52D8557-BA69-4809-9ACC-
ABC9914FECE3%7D

N.B. The list above (APC waivers automatically available) is not comprehensive, as every publisher has different procedures and processes. The library's role is limited to APCs that are 
part of transformative agreements and/or agreements with publishers. Our search focused on publishers with whom we subscribe to content; however, faculty also have opportunities 
to publish with publishers whose content we do not subscribe to.
Therefore, we recommend that concerned faculty members check the publisher's website by searching for the publisher name and "APC Waiver" to access the necessary information.
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